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A forum for the free expression of opinion, on the part of the Alumnae and the

Students, upon matters related in any way to the best interests of the college and

those who constitute it.

Think Before
You Nominate

In all of the four classes in college, there are a great many

girls who vote without thinking, and this point, I believe,
has been brought up and discussed before. But what about those who

nominate without thinking? I think we are all more or less inclined to

rush headlong from the bulletin-board to class meeting without giving
the business of that particular meeting any real consideration. At the

word "nominations are now in order," there issues forth a volley of

names, which rain thick and fast for a minute or so, then, "I move the

nominations be closed," and what is the result? A dozen or more people
are up for an office or position on a committee which perhaps not one

could fill as well as other members of the class, who have been over-

looked.
In speaking with a member of my own class on this subject a few

days ago, she said, "But we never know what the business of the meeting
is goingto be." This isnot so, for the bulletin board notices,for the former

two weeks at least, have stated distinctly the object of the meeting,

giving the girls ample time to think the matter over seriously. Does

not a great deal of good material go to waste through this careless neglect
on our part?

The Opinion of the Vassar
Students on Woman Suffrage

In an Economics lecture not long ago the an-

nouncement made that Oklahoma had defeated

the bill for Woman's Suffrage was received with a generalsmile indicative

of no great intelligence on the subject and less interest. However, a

recent canvassing of the college on the Suffrage question has shown that

there does exist among the students not only sound ideas about the

movement, but live opinions.
In canvassing the college, there are found to be 41% who believe in

equal suffrage for men and women on the present basis, about 1 % who

believe in it on a property basis, nearly 1 % who believe in it on an educa-

tional basis, while some 10 % are undecided. Observation has revealed the

fact that this belief in Woman Suffrage is based either upon theright of

woman to a political position in a state where she is held responsible for

her conduct as a member of society and for the general condition of

society equally with men who have this political status, or upon the

expediency of woman's taking a hand in government, or upon a com-

bination of these three principles. A majority of this 41% are.Suffragists,
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not believing In militant methods. The reasons given by the 34% who do

not believe in Woman Suffrage, based on statistics,are not so readily

grouped. The reason given most generally centers around the idea that

woman would lose her homekeeping ability and if she should

be empowered to vote, the phraseology being "woman's place is the

home," or "woman would lose her womanliness." The objection that

women are too busy comes under this same head.

Another class of reasons seem traceable to a conviction that woman

is not fit for political responsibility, she wouldn't vote, is incapable of

voting, is not ready for the vote. Sometimes this declaration is backed

by a declaration that woman can gain everything she needs for herself

or for the community by indirect influence.
# t

It is impossible to present all the reasons collected for not believing

in Woman Suffrage, but some of the more interesting unclassified ones

are: that woman would merely double the vote without changing the

results of the returns and so no new sentiments would be registered; that

women would sell their votes; that women could not enforce the laws

they make if they should vote for laws of which the men did not approve;
that women would be degraded, or at least put on a level with men in

wielding the ballot. Some few repudiate the whole principle because

they disapprove of the methods employed both by Suffragists and by

Suffragettes.
Lastly there are 13% of the students who "don't know anything

about suffrage" and nearly 2% wdio "don't care to know anything."
The percentage of those holding the above views varies in the differ-

ent classes. In the Senior Class 57% are in favor of Woman Suffrage,
29% are opposed, 12% are undecided, 1% are indifferent; in the Junior

class 51% are in favor, 34% opposed, 13% undecided, 1% ignorant or

indifferent; in the Sophomore class 33% are in favor, 40% opposed, 26%

undecided, 12% ignorant and indifferent; in the Freshman class 27%

are in favor, 38% opposed, 8% undecided, and 27% ignorant. "Ignor-
ant" means that they avowedly do not know enough about this issue to

express an opinion.
It seemed worth while that the point of view of the whole student

body on a modern question of such universal interest should be made

known to the college. Let the facts speak for themselves.

A question
of Interest

On Saturday evening, April 15, the Students' Association
held a meeting to elect officers for next year, as well as to

consider two or three business matters. It promised to be an exciting
meeting, they told me—so I went. Most of the seats were filled with
scaled envelopes rather than with girls. It took about one girl to look
after five sealed votes, and the business of election proceeded quite
quickly and quietly. Later on, when the results were announced, most
of the girls stopped sewing and whispering long enough to clap a little.

Meantime, during the countingof the ballots, the business of the meeting
continued. The secretary read a letter from the faculty, refusing to

grant a petition concerning the participation of conditioned students in
Field Day events and match games. When the secretary had finished
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