
SUPPLEMENTTOTheVassarMiscellany

Published weekly during the college year, Octo-
ber to June,at Poughkeepale, N. Y.

Single copies Uve cents. March IS. 1914

TBoarD of (EoitorB.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Mary Pernberton Nourse, 1914

EDITORS OF THE WEEKLY

Louise II. Seaman. 1915
Gertrude Folks, 1916

EDITORS OF THE MONTHLY

Dorothy S. Phillips,«1914
Ruth T. Pickering, 1914

Mary Mallon, 1915
Katharine S. Oliver, 1915

Mary E. Ross, 1915

FACULTY EDITOR

Winifred Smith

"i'lioinrcs tWanaorrs.
Katherine N. Wilson, 1914
Frances T. Marburg, 1915

Frances Skinner, 1915

The Weekly is a free forum for the expression
of publicopinion. All communications should be
in editors' hands before 5:30 of each Monday.

THE RECENT BAROMETER

The Thousand Dollar Campaign is over,

and according to the report published in an-

other column of this Issue, it has satisfac-

torily accomplished its purpose—to raise

funds sufficient to cover the increased ap-
propriations of the Christian Association.
As a quick, business-likemethod of managing
the second semester canvas, the campaign
undoubtedly has succeeded.

But in the report published in the last

Weekly, its primary purpose was stated as

being the creation of an intelligent interest
by informing people of its aims, and the in-

spiration of the college, through the canvass-

ers, with a spirit higher than that of the mere

giving. For the majority of the college, the
campaign has signally failed in that primary
purpose. All that it has brought about
might be designated as a spasmodic spread of

the generosity microbe. Nothing so deep as

enthusiasm, nor so lasting as intelligence
could be created by the lists of charities and
the puerile catch-words that were displayed
as stimulants about the campus. The

Christian Association seems to have destroyed
the height of its primary aim by an undigni-
fied and incongruous insistence on the height
of its barometer.

As to the campaign's actually antagonizing
any of the "suffering minority," they surely
will not feel any more than regret that such

unthinking methods were pursued for the ac-

complishment of so worthy a cause, and that
an organization which would employ them is

the only one to possess the canvassing privi-
lege.

ALFRED NOYES CALLED TO
PRINCETON

K. S. O., 1915

To the Editors of The Weekly:
It was announced last week in The New

York Times that Alfred Noyes, the English
poet, who is at present in this country lectur-

ing in the cause of work! peace has been asked

to become a professor in the Faculty of Prince-

ton University, It is understood that Mr.

Noyes will accept, and his election will be

sanctioned by the trustees in April. The po-
sition is that of visiting professorship with
lectures on modern English literature. Mr.

Noyes has been called by Kipling and by
Swinburne the foremost writer of lyric verse

in the English language today, and he is also

one of the few men who has succeeded in sup-

porting himself entirely by means of his poet-
ry. This item is of interest to us not only
on account of our appreciation of his poetry

but because it is an added proof that the
realm of letters is cosmopolitan rather than

national.

COLLEGE MANNERS

E. B. J., 1917

In the February Forum is an articleentitled

The College Woman Through Opera Glasses by
Margaret Hall. She says in brief: Women

should conserve all the good taste in manners

and beauty in common affairs that the com-

munity requires. What college women are

doing with the manners of our society now is

a serious question. The community in-
stinct, the adapting individual demeanor to

thecommunity pattern, is the heart of college
life and therefore college manners are a social

problem, one of attractiveness and dignity in

the group.
Greater gentleness is the first modification

in thestandard of manners for college women.

Force is taking the place of ingenuity, ex-

hibited inslang like "Just crazy" and "scared

stiff," the striding gait, and the hustling pos-
ture. The students have qualities of mind

which should modify this strong disposition.
First, common sense; second, a strong, ethical

inclination—surely conduct beautiful from

every point of view is a matter of moral ob-
ligation; and most of all, the trained intelli-

gence and intellectual power which, sad to

say, is seldom used on every day affairs, but
reserved foi the class room. She concludes:
"The student should not be allowed to re-

main 'unfinished' simply because her primary
concern is with something more fundamental
than the problem of how to enter a drawing
room; she might even gather intellectual

power from an effort to acquire the Greek
habit of grace and serenity. If the need is

forcibly enough presented, undergraduate
standards will respond, and we shall see the
social impulse enormously assisting in I he
cultivation of attractive behavior,"

The need is strong here. "Shrill tones,
gestures angular, speech monotonous" are

not lacking. Our noisy dining rooms are

often the target of harsh but just criticism.
Many a girl conies back after vacations with
tales of how shocked the family were at her

"awful table manners." Most of us realize

our carelessness, but make no effort to correct

it. Is it not our duty, as individuals, and as

members of this community, to make this ef-
fort to raise the standard of our manners, at

least to that of the society which we enter on

leaving College?

WHY TABOO SUFFRAGE?

G. A. S., 1915

Every college girl has been asked the ques-
tion "What are the chief benefits you have

derived from your college course?" and it
seems reasonable to say that every girl has

replied, "My college course has broadened

my interests and given me a foundation upon
which to base my opinion upon any question
which 1 may have to meet."

This answer is for the most part true. At

Vassar we have an opportunity to study phil-
osophy and religious questions; to investigate
the latest scientific discoveries and research;
to read and appreciate modern and ancient
literature anil languages; to become familiar
with history and historical methods. We

have organizations which enable us to take

part in dramatics and athletics, others which

give us opportunity to develop our literary
and executive ability and still others which
enable us lo become acquainted with the
work of the College Settlement Association;

the Consumers' League and foreign and home
missions. BM|fll

But does it not seem strange that Vassar,
a college which stands for such breadth of
view, should allow her students to go into the

world totally uneducated in a matter in which

every woman must be interested and concern-

ing which every woman must form some in-

telligent opinion? 1 refer to the subject of
Woman Suffrage. We all realize that this is

one of the important questionsof the day and

most of us realize that the enfranchisement of
woman is inevitable. I'pon the educated

women of the nation iests the burdenof pre-
paring herselfand those women who have had
fewer opportunities, to become intelligent
participants for or against this movement.

Why should we evade this question when

the students of almost every other Women's

College have formed organizations for the

purpose of educating themselves in this sub-

ject ? Wellesley, Smith, Wells. Barnard and

Bryn Mawr have recognized the necessity
for dealing with the question. Shall we, the

students of Vassar, the oldest and most fa-
mous of Women's Colleges, be willing to leave

this side of our education totally neglected?
The following extract from a letter written

by Matthew Vassar to Miss Rowcll, a student

at Vassar in IStiS. is interesting in that it
shows how slow we havebeen in following out

the desires of the founder of our college:
"When I first read the law some years ago

I was surprised to find our fair sex placed in
so stamped a category as criminals, paupers,
idiots, etc. which if the law was right by this
classification I think it is full time that my
800 daughters at Vassar knew and applied
the remedy."
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